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TOKYO PARALYMPIC GAMES — JOONDALUP REPRESENTATION 
Statement by Member for Joondalup 

MS E.L. HAMILTON (Joondalup) [12.56 pm]: Today, I hope that I am able to give members a sense of the 
remarkable achievements of our Australian athletes at the Tokyo Paralympic Games. I am delighted to congratulate 
Paralympians who are part of our local Joondalup community. Ben Popham, a member of the Joondalup Arena 
Swim Club, is one of these athletes. It was an honour to join Ben’s family, his parents, Jennifer and Matthew, and 
a huge crowd at the Joondalup Sports Club to cheer him on in his first race on 25 August. We all cheered as we 
watched Ben secure Australia’s first gold medal in the 100-metre freestyle S8, which was a phenomenal race. Ben 
also won gold in the 4 x 100-metre freestyle relay and a silver in the 4 x 100-metre medley relay. He received 
a massive and well-deserved reception at his recent welcome home party at Joondalup Resort. Thank you to all the 
local businesses and organisations that sponsored the event. Thank you to Priya Cooper for being the master of 
ceremonies for the afternoon and to the amazing volunteers who made this event happen—Faiza, Rebecca, Michelle 
and Kate—who showed such a wonderful community spirit. 
Joondalup local Rhiannon Clarke also participated magnificently in the games. I had the pleasure of meeting Rhiannon 
at a community fair last year when she was a year 12 student at Mater Dei College. In her first Paralympic Games, 
Rhiannon competed in the women’s 100-metre T38 and the women’s 400-metre T38, placing fifth and seventh 
respectively. Congratulations. 
Australia’s first judo representative since the 2008 Paralympic Beijing Games, Wayne Phipps, ranked ninth in the 
men’s judo under-66 kilogram division. As a Connolly local, I know he has made his local community and Australia 
very proud. 
I trust that our Paralympic athletes will create a positive and lasting impact on our WA kids, who will look up to 
them as role models. Congratulations. 
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